March 6, 2023

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable Glenn “GT” Thompson
Chairwoman Chairman

Senate Agriculture Committee House Agriculture Committee

The Honorable John Boozman The Honorable David Scott

Ranking Member Ranking Member

Senate Agriculture Committee House Agriculture Committee

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, Chairman Thompson, and Ranking Member
Scott:

As a diverse set of stakeholders dedicated to building a stronger, more resilient U.S. food and
agricultural sector, we urge you to prioritize robust investments in food and agriculture research,
facilities, Extension, and education in the Farm Bill.

We urge you to support $8 billion in mandatory funding in the research title to spur scientific
breakthroughs, keep pace with our global competitors, modernize facilities, and ensure nutrition
security and a sustainable food system. Without immediate investment in food and agricultural
research, we are facing an uncertain future where food and nutrition security is no longer guaranteed.
The Farm Bill is our opportunity to secure this critical funding before it's too late.

Food and agricultural advancements rely on a continuous pipeline of innovations. These innovations
help farmers and ranchers increase productivity, improve sustainability and resilience, adapt to new
pests and diseases, and lower food prices. Research investments also help food producers and
manufacturers unlock new technologies, improve food safety and traceability, and connect up and down
stream to improve the food system. Despite growing threats to our food system, funding for public food
and agricultural research has plummeted in the U.S. over the past two decades.

Investment in U.S. public food and agricultural research has fallen by one third since 2002. Since then,
spending has declined to where it was in 1970.

While U.S. investments decline, China’s funding has grown to more than $10 billion — double what the
U.S. spends./ China is now the world’s largest funder of food and agriculture R&D. India, Brazil and the
European Union have also increased R&D funding. The United States is in dire threat of losing its
preeminence as a global leader in research and innovation.

In addition to declining investments in public research funding, our Nation’s agricultural research
infrastructure is in disrepair. Scientists struggle to produce cutting-edge research in facilities and with
equipment at the end of its usable lifespan."

These realities also impact our food and agricultural research workforce, with universities losing top tier
talent to other disciplines. A diverse, well-funded workforce will re-establish the US as a leader in food
and agricultural science and ensure the preeminence of our food and agriculture system.

American leadership is critical to our competitiveness and national security. Cutting-edge research
ensures our food system is resilient to shocks such as global conflict, supply chain disruptions, pest
resistance and outbreaks, and extreme weather. Without new investments we will be unprepared for
future challenges.



Innovation fuels our economy. The food and agriculture industry contributes over a trillion dollars to
the U.S. GDP, and accounts for 21 million jobs." Robust funding is critical to maintaining our trade
competitiveness.

Our food system is built on past innovations that increased food production by 300 percent since the
1940s." Increased productivity reduces pressure on natural resources and leads to a more sustainable
food system. But gains in productivity are in deep decline"' putting at risk global food security. Declining
investments in R&D is directly tied to declining productivity.

We look forward to working with you to grow investments in research and innovation, facilities,
Extension, and education to meet the growing global demand for nutritious food.

Sincerely,
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