NATIONAL COALITION FOR
FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

November 16, 2021

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry and Forestry

United States Senate United States Senate

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman,

We write to express our fervent support for Dr. Chavonda Jacobs-Young, who has been
nominated by President Biden to serve as Under Secretary for Research, Education, and

Economics (REE) at the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

As the Administrator for the Agricultural Research Service (ARS), Acting Deputy Under
Secretary for REE, Acting USDA Chief Scientist, and former Acting Director for USDA’s
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Dr. Jacobs-Young has the experience and scientific

expertise to lead U.S. research, education, and economics into a new era of innovation.

Dr. Jacobs-Young understands the immense challenges facing research, education, and the
Extension enterprise, the envy of the world. As the Under Secretary for the REE Mission Area,
Dr. Jacobs-Young will bring exceptional qualifications, including strengthening ARS, where she
led initiatives in bioenergy, agroecosystems, livestock and specialty crops, as well as climate and
nutrition research. During her tenure at USDA, she has worked tirelessly to prioritize

investments and optimize outcomes.



As a nationally recognized leader of agricultural research, education, Extension, and innovation,
Dr. Jacobs-Young is the ideal nominee to lead the REE mission area. We wholly endorse her for

Under Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics.

Sincerely,
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