March 21, 2022

Dear National Focal Points to the Convention on Biological Diversity,

As a group of scientific and professional societies and organizations, scientific researchers, and
collections professionals, we support ambitious efforts to address biodiversity loss, which is
threatening nearly a million plant and animal species, and thus jeopardizing food security, human
health, economic well-being, and our capacity to mitigate the impacts of climate change. Given
the central role that basic science research, biological collections, and biotechnological
innovation play in progress to prevent biodiversity loss, we are concerned about the
conversations under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) that pertain to Access and
Benefit Sharing (ABS) of digital sequence information (DSI).

Last fall, the American Institute of Biological Sciences and an informal group of researchers
known as the USA Nagoya Protocol Action Group, ran an international workshop series
supported by the National Science Foundation to engage the global scientific community in
discussions about the value of DSI across numerous scientific disciplines, how DSI is currently
shared and used, and challenges that may emerge from explicitly including or excluding DSI
under the CBD and/or the Nagoya Protocol. The workshops engaged 18 scientific societies and
was attended by more than 500 participants from 58 countries. Workshop participants recognized
that benefits arising from the use of genetic resources should be shared in a fair and equitable
way, but they also expressed concerns that restrictions on open sharing of DSI could hinder
scientific progress.

Several recommendations to negotiators emerged from the workshops that we hope you
will consider during your participation in the third meeting of the Open-ended Working
Group on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. These are captured in a Viewpoint
article published in BioScience (Adler Miserendino et al., 2022)* and are summarized below:

1. Mobilize the global scientific community to provide input to ensure that policies being
considered will be implementable without restricting open DSI. This could be done by:
o Establishing a forum to host international scientists and other users of DSI to
develop international best practices for cross-border collaboration.
o Establishing a forum for major public databases, data aggregators, and users of
DSI to explore mechanisms to improve tracking of data provenance and linkages
among DSI, traditional knowledge, and specimens.
o Engaging broad stakeholders in continued discussions about policy options for
differentiating between commercial and non-commercial use of DSI.

2. Prioritize providing support to scientists to enhance ABS compliance and to support
international collaborations and capacity building. This could be done by:

'Rebecca A Adler Miserendino, Rachel Sarah Meyer, Breda M Zimkus, John Bates, Luciana Silvestri, Crispin
Taylor, Tami Blumenfield, Megha Srigyan, Jyotsna L Pandey, The Case for Community Self-Governance on Access
and Benefit Sharing of Digital Sequence Information, BioScience, 2022; https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biac019



https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biac019

o Encouraging domestic science funding agencies to provide institutional-level
support to enable compliance.

o Requesting the CBD Secretariat to develop outreach materials to ensure that
institutions and scientists understand their obligations pertaining to the access and
benefit sharing of physical specimens and to DSI, as appropriate.

o Directing parties and non-parties to support the development, operations and
maintenance of biorepositories, which are important facilitators of access and
benefit sharing.

o Encouraging enhanced support of bilateral and multilateral capacity building,
collaboration, training, and educational exchange programs.

3. Encourage states not party to the Convention on Biological Diversity to ratify the
agreement as soon as practicable.

As policy options are considered, we also strongly encourage negotiators to make sure that the
CBD Secretariat supports a detailed analysis of each policy option being considered for
expanding ABS to address DSI, in consultation with broad stakeholders that include scientists,
public databases, and professional societies. In particular, it is important to explore how each
policy option would be implemented to avoid unanticipated impacts on scientific research and
society.

The undersigned scientific and professional societies and organizations, scientists, and
collections professionals urge the continued open access to digital sequence information on
genetic resources.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Organizational Signatories:

American Anthropological Association
American Association of Biological Anthropologists
American Genetic Association

American Institute of Biological Sciences
American Society for Microbiology

American Society of Mammalogists

American Society of Plant Biologists

American Society of Plant Taxonomists
American Society of Primatologists
Association for Farmers Rights Defense, AFRD
Association of Ecosystem Research Centers
Biocomplexity Survival Alliance

Botanical Society of America

Entomological Society of America

Global Plant Council



Lybomi Wildlife (Pty) Ltd.

Mycological Society of America

Natural Science Collections Alliance

Organization of Biological Field Stations

Phycological Society of America

Society for Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology
Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections
Tecnologico de Antioquia

Tooro Botanical Gardens, Fort portal, Uganda

UC Santa Cruz Genomics Institute, University of California, Santa Cruz
UNITE Community

Individual Signatories:

Abiael Alexis Illescas Cobos, Universidad Nacional Autdnoma de México, México
Agustin Fuentes, Princeton University, United States

Alan Savitzky, Utah State University, United States

Alessandro Rapini, Universidade Estadual de Feira de Santana, Brazil

Alina Freire-Fierro, UTCEC Herbarium/URAI, Ecuador

Andrea Previtali, Universidad Nacional del Litoral, Argentina

Andreas Zwick, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Australia
Arooba Sahar, Govt Post graduate College pallandri, Pakistan

Bernard Agwanda, National Museums of Kenya, Kenya

Birgit Gemeinholzer, University Kassel, Germany

Brad Shaffer, UCLA, United States

Breda Zimkus, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, United States

C W Kilpatrick, University of Vermont, United States

Carolina Isabel Mifio, Instituto de Biologia Subtropical - IBS, Posadas, UNaM/CONICET,
Argentina

Charles Delwiche, University of Maryland, United States

Charles Fenster, American Institute of Biological Sciences, United States

Cody Thompson, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, United States

Daniel Wondimu Belay, Selale University, Ethiopia

Dat Ton That Huu, Mientrung Institute for Scientific Research, Vietnam

DeeAnn Reeder, Bucknell University, United States

Emma Gomez, Parque Ecologico Chipinque, Mexico

Fernando A. Cervantes, Instituto de Biologia, Universidad Nacional Autdnoma de México,
México

Francisco Vergara-Silva, Instituto de Biologia, Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México,
Mexico

Francois Darius ACCROMBESSI, Laboratory of Applied Ecology, Faculty of Agronomic
Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi, Benin

George Garrity, Society for Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology, United States
German Botto Nufiez, Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay

Gil Nelson, Integrated Digitized Biocollections (iDigBio), United States

Guillermo D'Elia, Universidad Austral de Chile, Chile



Hailu Wondu, Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute, Ethiopia

Heidy Villalobos-Barrantes, Universidad de Costa Rica, Costa Rica

Hemingway Nyoka, University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe

Howard Huynh, Canadian Museum of Nature, Canada

Hugo Cota-Sanchez, University of Saskatchewan, Canada

Ingrid Jordon-Thaden, University of Wisconsin Madison and American Society of Plant
Taxonomists, United States

Isaac Owusu-Frimpong, CSIR- Water Research Institute, Ghana

Isabel Sanmartin, Royal Botanical Garden-CSIC, Spain

Ivonne Cassaigne, Primero Conservation, Mexico

Jackson Achankunju, ASU, Oman

James Bukie, Federal University of Agriculture, Makurdi, Nigeria

James Tiedje, Michigan State University, United States

Javier Tabima, Clark University, United States

Jesse Lasky, Pennsylvania State University, United States

John Bates, The Field Museum, United States

John Mensah, University of Nebraska - Lincoln, United States

Jorge Mazza Rodrigues, University of California - Davis, United States

Jorge Salazar-Bravo, Department of Biological Sciences, Texas Tech University, United States
Jose M. Cunill, Universidad Politécnica Metropolitana, México

Joseph Cook, University of New Mexico, United States

Jutta Buschbom, Statistical Genetics, Germany

Jyotsna Pandey, American Institute of Biological Sciences, United States

K. Olsen, American Institute of Biological Sciences Board, United States

Kelly Zamudio, The University of Texas at Austin, United States

Kurt Galbreath, Northern Michigan University, United States

Lars Hedends, Swedish Museum of Natural History, Sweden

Leandro Giacomin, Universidade Federal da Paraiba, Brazil

Liliana Cortes-Ortiz, University of Michigan, United States

Liliana Monica Giussani, CONICET, Argentina

Lisa Barrow, Museum of Southwestern Biology, University of New Mexico, United States
Lisia Gestinari, Biodiversity and Sustainability Institute, Brazil

Luciana Silvestri, Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas, Argentina
Luis Diambra, CONICET, Argentina

Manjulika Gautam, Department of Anthropology, University of Lucknow, India
Marcelo Weksler, Museu Nacional / Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Mariel Campbell, Museum of Southwestern Biology, United States

Mariko Kageyama, Independent scholar / Lawyer, United States

Mark Fishbein, Department of Plant Biology, Ecology & Evolution, Oklahoma State University,
United States

Mathieu KIKI, Population Dynamics (PopDyn) Unit, University of Parakou, Benin
Mehrnoush Panahi, Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands, Iran

Michael Donoghue, Yale University, United States

Michael Tabug, Isabela State University, Philippines

Michael Willig, University of Connecticut, United States

Michaela Schmull, Harvard University Herbaria, United States



Michele Nishiguchi, Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology, United States
Mildred Victor, Periyar University, India

Miriam Dominguez, Drew University, United States

Miriam Marmontel, Instituto de Desenvolvimento Sustentdvel Mamiraud, Brazil
Mounir ABI-SAID, Lebanese University / Animal Encounter, Lebanon
Muhammad Ilyas, Snow Leopard Foundation, Pakistan

Munir Wahab, Osun State University, Osogbo, Nigeria

Mutsuaki Suzuki, National Institute of Genetics, Japan

Narissa Bax, South Atlantic Environmental Research Institute, Falkland Islands
Nicté Ordofiez-Garza, Instituto Nacional de la Biodiversidad-INABIO, Ecuador
Nipuni Sirimalwatta, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Noor Haliza Hasan, Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Malaysia

Nora Oleas, Universidad Tecnologica Indoamerica, Ecuador

Olaoluwa Ademola, University of Ilorin, Nigeria, Nigeria

Oluwakayode Coker, University of Ibadan, Nigeria

Peter Brosius, University of Georgia, United States

Raamah Rosales, Cebu Technological University, Philippines

Rachel Meyer, University of California Santa Cruz, United States

Rebecca Adler Miserendino, Lewis-Burke Associates, United States of America
Ricarda Riina, Real Jardin Botanico, CSIC, Spain

Ricardo Moratelli, Fundacdo Oswaldo Cruz, Brazil

Rima Majumdar, Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University, India

Rosa Scherson, Universidad de Chile, Chile

Salman Raza, Government Degree College For Boys, College Education Department
Government of Sindh, Pakistan

Scott Glisson, American Institute of Biological Sciences, United States

Scott Schaefer, American Museum of Natural History, United States

Shannen Robson, Natural History Museum of Los Angeles, United States
Sheila Ward, Independent, United States

Shu-Jin Luo, Peking University, China

Solange Sotuyo, Instituto de Biologia, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México, Mexico
Sonia Mbarki, Institut National de la Recherche en Génie Rural, Eaux et Foréts (INRGREF),
Tunisia

Soumendu Mahapatra, Institute of Life Sciences, India

Stephanye Mata, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México, Mexico

Stephen Gallo, American Institute of Biological Sciences, USA

Stephen van Leeuwen, Curtin University, Australia

Surayya Mustapha Salim, Bayero University, Kano, Nigeria, Nigeria

Tabor Whitney, Northwestern University, United States

Tahir Zaman, Elementary and secondary education department KPK, Pakistan
Tanisha Williams, Botanical Society of America, United States

Taylor AuBuchon-Elder, Donald Danforth Plant Science Center, United States
Tayyaba Zainab, PMAS-Arid Agriculture University Rawalpindi, Pakistan
Thong Vu Dinh, Institute of Ecology and Biological Resources, Vietham

Todd Crowl, Florida International University, United States

Travis Marsico, Arkansas State University, United States



Trino Ascencio-lbafiez, North Carolina State University, United States

Venkatesh Nagarajan Radha, Department of Zoology, St. John's College, Palayamkottai 627 002,
Tamil Nadu, India, India

Viola Jani, Institute of Public Health, Albania

W. John Kress, Smithsonian Institution, United States

Wilfred John Santiafiez, The Marine Science Institute, University of the Philippines Diliman,
Philippines

William Alexander Rodriguez Poveda, Universidad Nacional De Colombia, Colombia



