May 25, 2021

The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker of the House Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader Schumer, Leader McCarthy, and Leader McConnell:

We the undersigned organizations are united both in our endorsement of the principles underlying
the bicameral Agriculture Resilience Act (ARA; H.R. 2803/S. 1337) and the Climate Stewardship
Act (CSA; H.R 2534/S. 1072) and in our strong support for inclusion of key funding elements from
those bills being included in the agriculture portion of the American Jobs Plan Act (AJPA)
legislation.

More specifically, we endorse a robust AJPA investment in supporting agriculture to become more
resilient and equitable and achieve the goal of negative emission farming. Such an investment, in our
view, should be at least $200 billion in size over the coming decade, should include farm bill
conservation, research, renewable energy, energy efficiency, forestry, and regional food system and
supply chain resilience programs, and should be in addition to the agriculture, forestry, and rural-
related elements already contained in the President’s American Jobs Plan.

We believe such an agriculture and climate package of at least $200 billion would represent a fair
share for agriculture, one that reflects both the urgent need for U.S. agriculture to adapt to a rapidly
changing climate as well as the tremendous opportunity our farmers, ranchers, private forest owners
and rural small businesses have to contribute to climate change mitigation. It would enable at least a
doubling of farm bill conservation program funding while also addressing other key underfunded
areas in the urgent efforts needed to enhance agricultural resilience, improve soil health, sequester
carbon in the soil, and reduce emissions from the agricultural sector.
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We urge you to support such a robust agricultural investment as part of the infrastructure, climate
and jobs legislation and encourage you to view the ARA and CSA as roadmaps for developing a
comprehensive set of agricultural provisions for the AJPA. The two bills include proposed increases
in funding, targeted to climate-smart agriculture, for a wide variety of highly successful existing
programs.' These programs are oversubsctibed and underfunded, seriously curtailing voluntary
climate mitigation and adaptation opportunities for farms and ranches.

I Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, Agriculture and Food Research Initiative, Conservation
Innovation Grants, Climate Hubs, Community Food Projects, Community Forest and Open Space Program,
Conservation Reserve Program, Conservation Stewardship Program, Conservation Technical Assistance,
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Forest Stewardship Program, Foundation for Food and Agriculture



The bills also include significant funding for important new programs -- Assistance to States for Soil
Health, Alternative Manure Management Program grants, long-term Grassland CRP enrollments,
Soil Health Equipment Grants, and Meat and Poultry Processing Resilience grants -- recognizing
gaps in current USDA programs that if implemented could significantly improve rural infrastructure
and climate outcomes.

We believe all of these are worthy of inclusion in the AJPA as key building blocks for decarbonizing
agriculture, building increased resilience, improving rural economies, and increasing job and farming
opportunities.

Thank you for your ongoing bipartisan efforts to ensure that agriculture is part of the solution to
climate change and part of the AJPA as it gets further developed by Congress. We hope you will
support the inclusion of a comprehensive and robust farm conservation, agricultural research,
renewable energy, forestry, and supply chain funding package as the legislation moves forward.

Sincerely,
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Made of Myth, LL.C

MegaFood

Mothers Out Front

National Center for Appropriate Technology
National Farmers Union

National Latino Farmers & Ranchers Trade Association
National Organic Coalition

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
National Wildlife Federation

National Young Farmers Coalition
Natreve

Natural Capitalism Solutions

Natural Resources Defense Council
Naturepedic Organic Mattresses

Next Chapter AG

Non-Toxic Neighborhoods(TM)

North American Grouse Partnership
Ocean River Institute

Okina

Open Rivers Consulting Associates

OpenTEAM (Open Technology Ecosystem for
Agricultural Management

Optimistic Orchard



Oregon Tilth
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Massachusetts
California

District of
Columbia (DC)

Texas
Maryland
Wisconsin
Minnesota
Maine
Colorado
New York

California
California
Kentucky
Massachusetts

North Carolina
New York
Massachusetts
Arizona
Montana
Indiana

Wisconsin
California

Virginia
South Dakota
California
Kansas

Idaho

Colorado
Kentucky

Washington
New York



Driftless Area Land Conservancy
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Indiana Division - Izaak Walton
League of America
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Northeast Organic Farming
Association-Interstate Council

Northeast Sustainable Agriculture
Working Group

Northwest Center for Alternatives
to Pesticides

Northwest Farmers Union
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Ohio Ecological Food and Farm
Association

oil to soil
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OneVet OneVoice

Oregon Climate and Agriculture
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Organicxx Matters
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Our Family Farms

Pasa Sustainable Agriculture
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Association
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Rochester Institute of Technology
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Coalition

Rustic Canyon Family of
Restaurants
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Michigan
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Slow Food Upstate

Slow Food Vegas

Slow Food WiSE
Snowville Creamery

Snug Haven Farm, LL.C
Soil Carbon Partners, LI.C
Sow A Heart Farm

Speak Out Loud, Inc.
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Starry Nights Farm

Straus Family Creamery

Students for Environmental Action
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Sunny Day Farms
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Massachusetts
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Turtle Creek Gardens, LI.C

University of Illinois Champaign
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Windy Oaks Grassfed
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cc: The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,

and Forestry

The Honorable John Boozman, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and

Forestry

The Honorable David Scott, Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture
The Honorable Glenn “GT” Thompson, Ranking Member, House Committee on Agtriculture



The Honorable Bernie Sanders, Chairman, Senate Committee on the Budget

The Honorable Lindsey Graham, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on the Budget
The Honorable John Yarmuth, Chairman, House Committee on the Budget

The Honorable Jason Smith, Ranking Member, House Committee on the Budget
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